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PREFACE 

T he abnormal difficulty of Russian is invariably insisted 
on whenever that language is mentioned. 

Certainly it is not one of the easier languages. But the 
extreme difficulty experienced by persons in acquiring it (other- 
wise than orally) is, I am inclined to hold, caused by the lack 
of sufficient and trustworthy information in Grammars and 
Dictionaries, rather than by the intrinsic difficulty of the 
language itself. Taking into consideration the number of 
Moods and Tenses there are in Greek, and the few there are in 
Russian, one would be inclined to say that the Greek verb is 
more difficult than the Russian. But, then, the former has 
been thoroughly investigated. Where, one would like to know, 
would scholars be now, if instead of ransacking the treasures of 
classical literature they were still groping about after the 
'irrco'x^a cttolx^Icl of the Greek verb ! 

Why, then, should students of Russian be so hampered? 
The three chief difficulties in the accidence of the Russian 
verb are : 

First, how to determine the conjugation. Thus hrosdt' to 
throw, pisat to write, and sosdt’ to suck, are three infinitives, 
all dissyllabic, and ending in dt\ who, then, could divine that 
they are conjugated all differently, viz. hrosdyii, hrosdyet etc., 
pkliu, pishet etc., sosu, sosyot ? Secondly, there is that difficulty 
peculiar to the verb of the Slavonic languages, viz. the 
determination of the Aspect,” that is the speaker’s mental 
point of view with regard to the completeness or incompleteness 
of the action. Thirdly, in many verbs there is a difficulty in 
knowing the form, or forms, taken by the Imperative Mood. 
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The object of the following pages is to examine into the 
formation of the Russian verb, with a view to laying down 
rules for determining these three points. 

In carrying out these investigations I owe much to my 
Russian friends, who have kindly supplied me with many 
facts, and verified others for me. But I must say, that from 
the very beginning of my labours to almost the end I have 
received from them but little encouragement. They seem to 
have thought that because the verb had not been systematized, 
therefore it could have no system. They never failed to din 
into my ears the fallacy, that the Russian verb, indeed the whole 
language, was as absolutely without order as were the people of 
Russia, when the inhabitants of Kiev sent to invite Ryurik to 
come and rule over them. But I did not believe them. I felt 
convinced that the verb of a language written to such effect 
by Pushkin, Turgenev, GogoF, Tolstdi and others, could not 
possibly be so lawless as it was reputed to be. So remembering 
Columbus, and the discouragement he endured in pursuing 
what we know now to have been a certainty, I held obstinately 
on my course until at last I touched land. 

In so wide a field of investigation I cannot hope to have 
avoided mistakes and omissions, but I can honestly affirm that 
I have not willingly or wittingly shirked any difficulty, nor 
have I perverted facts to fit in with preconceived opinions. 
On the contrary I have formed, and then rejected, theory after 
theory, when I found them to be inconsistent with facts. 
Indeed every rule that I have given for deciding the Aspect 
is the result of examining each verb, and, in the case of 
compounds, each verb with every possible prefix, over and 
over again, until I arrived at incontrovertible facts. 

And with facts I have contented myself. Theories, as to 
the reason why one compound verb is Perfective, and another 
Imperfective, may perhaps some day be deduced from a 
comprehensive consideration of these facts. 

Meanwhile all I claim to have done is to have made it 
possible for the unaided student to decide for himself the 
Conjugation, Aspect, and Imperative Mood of almost any 
Russian verb he may meet with. Without this knowledge, 



though he might read Russian, and understand the general 
meaning, he would lose altogether the peculiar nuances of 
the language, and certainly be unable to write a single 
sentence correctly. 

As a pioneer I cannot hope to have produced a work perfect 
in any respect. I therefore throw myself upon the indulgence 
of the critics, and frankly invite corrections and suggestions. 

But it must not be forgotten that, as a literary language, 
Russian is still in its youth, so that forms have not yet 
become stereotyped, and that therefore there may sometimes 
be a reasonable doubt as to the propriety of using some form 
or other in some particular sense. 

I am exceedingly indebted to Professor N. Orloff, M.A., for 
not only helping me to read the proof sheets, but also for 
looking through my MS. before going to press. 


W. H. L. 


Brisley Rectory, 1909. 
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CORRIGENDA 


Page Col. 

15 4 For read 

23 1 Dele *. 

28 1 and 3 For *naTi;^TB, -^lo, &c. read *n^ji;aTB, -aio, &c. 

„ 7 For najii^TB read -Ha;!i;4TB. 

31 4 For non read no^. 

35 4 For pymrf read None. 

6 Add paapfniB, napfinii. 

39 1 *cnac^TB Dele *. This verb should probably have 

been placed in Table II. 



CHAPTEE I 


THE CONJUGATIONS 

All verbs take either e or ir as the conjugating vowel of the 
Present form^. 

These two conjugations suffice for Russians, but for foreigners 
several subdivisions are necessary. 

I conjugation has Infinitive in -aTB, -'Stb, -stb, or - jtb (not -hjtb). 

It retains the vowel of the Infinitive, in the Present, and adds 
the terminations -lo, -eTB, -iot'b, as: pa66Ta|TB, pa66Taio, -6TaeTB, 
-6TaK)T'B. Similarly iim4|tb, pohh|tb, ?[;y|TB. 

I /3 conjugation drops the whole Infinitive termination -^tb, 
leaving a vowel~e:n.6mg stem, and adds the terminations -lo, -ctb, 
-lOTB, as: c4|iiTB, c4io, ckeTB, CtlOTB. 

ly conjugation drops the vowel of the Infinitive termination, 
leaving a consonantal stem, which is modified when necessary (in 
accordance with Chap, iii). The terminations are -y, -ctb, -yiB, 
as: iicK^TB, Hiaf, limeTB, imyxB. 

Obs. 1. To this conjugation belong such monosyllables as npaTB, 
psaTB, jKpaxB. 

The two following are slightly irregular : 
jiraTB, j[ry, 
cjiaTB, mjEio, 

Obs. 2. To this conjugation belong all verbs in -h 

^ “ Form ’’ not te^ise ” because Present form in F Aspect has a 
Future meaning. 
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Obs. 3* If the characteristic letter be m or n, then euphonic jl 
is introduced, and the terminations are -i6, -iotb, as : ^peM^iTL, 
SpeMii&, ji;peMJieTB, j^peMJiioTB. 

Dissyllables with two o’s belong to this subdivision, as : noi6Ti», 

II conjugation has Infinitive in -htb. 

(1) If, when -HTB is dropped, the stem ends in a vowel^ jr, h, or 
p, the terminations are -B, -utb, -iiTB, as: no|fiTB, noB, ii6iit'b, 
n6jiT'B; CTp6|nTB, ctp6b, CTpoiiTB, ctp6ht'b. Similarly XBaji|iiTB 

h|^tb, roBopli^TB 

(2) If the stem ends in 6, b, m, or n, then jl is introduced, but 
not before n of the Present, and Imperative, or a of the Present, as : 
j[B6fiTB, Jiio6ai&, Jii66nT'B, ii&6aTB. Similarly^ M6jrBnTB, rnoM^TB 

OllfiTB. 

(3) After the (in this connection) immutable consonants 3E, a, 
ni, the terminations are -y, -iitb, -utb, as : ciyjKfiTB, -atf, -f atUTB, 
-fataTB. Similarly^ SH^aiiTB, cn'hin^TB, coo6iD;tiTB. 

(4) After any other consonant the terminations are -y, -htb, 
, with the necessai’y mutation of consonant, as : rpys^TB, rpyffif , 

j- 

II /3 is like II, only that the Infinitive ends in -utb, -’tTB, or 
Thus : 

(1) op^TB, Plough^ 6pB, dpnxB, 6paTB; sp'hTB, spB, spiiTB, 
spaTB; doHTBCK, 6 oi6cb, dofiTca, 

(2) rpeMfe, -M.17&, -MHTB, -3 

(3) jre^TviTB, -atf, 

(4) cirA^Ti), -ji 


Observations. 

A. The third plural terminations -yTB, -iotb correspond with 
the conjugational vowel e; but -xtb and -axB with h. 

Except in three verbs, viz. : 

(1) 6^ai:^TB, 6irf, 6'h:KifnrB. 

(2) xoT^Tb, xoaf, xdaeniB, xoaeiB, xothmb, xoTiiTe, xothtb. 

(3) The plural Future of -ji;aTB, To give, is 

The ictus, however, is so strong in Eussian, that the vowel of an 
unaccentuated syllable becomes obscure, and therefore unaccentuated 


^ The accent is treated separately, Chap. vi. 
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-XT'B may he written -lOT^, as CTpoiOTi {locally)^ and especially for 
the sake of distinction, as CTdioTTi, They are worthy HecT6ioiii;iM, 
Unworthy, but ctoatT), They stand. 

B. Characteristic p takes y in I, lo in II : 

op^TL, To bawl, opf (I), 
op^TB, Ih yloughy 6pio (II). 

Ill conjugation has Infinitive in -OBaTB, and -CBaTB (never 
paroxyton). 

It changes -OBaTB, and -esaTB (after b: or nr) into -yio, -y 
-yroTB, as : pdljiiOsaTB, pdiyio, pdji;yeTB, pdjcyiOTB. Similarly 

i 

But -eBaTB after a vowel, Ji, h, or p, into -loio, -loeTB, - 
as : BoeB^iTB, Bor&io, BOi&eT^, boi6iotb. Similarly 

lY conjugation consists chiefly of monosyllabic Infinitives, and 
archaic Infinitives in A, with a few Infinitives which have two e’s 
and one with two o’s. 

They may be classed as follows : 

(1) Infinitives with characteristic CT, ;i;t (tt, t), which in the 
Present form is 

A, as secTfi, Be;i;f, Beji;eTB, Be^H, BeiB, sejiii, 
or T, as MecTi^i, MeTf, Mej[6. 

(2) Infinitives with ct, 3T which have respectively c, and 3 in 
Present form, and lose jr in masc. sing. Pret., as : BesTif, sesf, 
BeseTB, Besii, BesB, BesjiH ; cnacT^ (P), cnacf, -ceTB, -cfi, 

At least one verb retains ct, viz.; pacTH, pacTf, -ctctb, -cTii, pocB, 

(3) Two verbs in which the ct of Infinitive becomes 6 in the 
Present, and which lose Ji in the masc. sing. Pret., viz. : rpecT^, 
rpedf, -fiexB, rpefiB, rpefijr^; cKpecTB, cicpe6]f, -dcTB, -6A, 
CKpe6'B, CKpe6jni. 

(4) Infinitives in "B:b, which lose ji in masc. sing. Pret., and in 
Present have -rf, -jEeTB, as : 6ep4^B, -erf, -eatexB, -eri^, 6eperB, 
6eperjr^ ; or -Kf, -hctb, as : B.ie;5B, BJieKf, -e^ieTB, -k]^, 

N.B. TOjrd^B loses the second 0 in Present and Imperative, 
while fiepcHB becomes fipe^B in composition with ne, and nep^TB 
becomes npaxB in composition with no. 
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(5) Monosyllabic Infinitives which take m or h in Present, as : 

Squeeze^ KMj, mMeT’B, mm, 

h, Mow, SKiHy, ffiHCT'L, 

(6) Infinitives beginning with two or three consonants, which 
take a vowel before the characteristic consonant in Present, as ; 

h, 6epf, depeT'B, 6epfi, 6paji'B; 

>; CTiaTB, CTejii&, CTeaeTB, ctcjeh, 

(7) Dissyllabic Infinitives in -tl with two e’s, the 1st of which 
they lose in the Present, and jL in the masc. sing, Pret., as : MepexL, 
Mpy, Mpex-B, Mpu, fMepx, ysrepi^, 

(8) Monosyllabic Infinitives with Present stem ending in a 
vowel, or b, as : hhxb, m6io, Mbexx, Mot, mhib ; 6hxb, 6bio, 6Bexx», 
6efi, 

(9) Monosyllabic Infinitives which take b in Present, as : 

B, atiiBf, ^HBexB, JEHIB ; and one with ji;: 6hxb (F), 


CHAPTEE II 

APOCOPATED PBETERITE 

When the j is dropped in the masc, sing., the Preterite is called 
apocopated. 

Besides Yerbs IV (2), (3), (4), (7), many verbs (in -nyxB) have 
apoc. Pret. 

1. Hone in -HfxB have apoc. Pret. 

2. Hot all in -nyxB have apoc. Pret. 

3. More compounds than simples have apoc. Pret. 

Thus ;i;BHHyjiB, but B03;i;BHrx>; Bficnyjrx, but bobhcb ; nfxHy.i[x., 
but pacnf XB ; and plural nf xjir. 

(a) ■ cxEJsyxB makes Pret. cxiiHyj[B, but in composition it takes 
Pret. from cxBTXB, as 3acxii.iB. 

(h) oinn6[HXBC5 makes oni^6cB, plural oinii6jrHCB. The, other 
compounds of -iniibnxB (pp. xxv and 59) have also apoc. Pret. 

3al 

'y|-BBHyxB has Pret. thus, “yBOB fi besB CHa,^^ Lyermontov, and 

fern, “pbsa ne yBBjra,’^ Dmitriev, but past partic. “ yBBsyBiiree n6jre,” 
DushJcin. 

(c) Sometimes for the sake of the metre the longer form is used 
in poetry, as: “ Kacnifi cxiixHyjiB,” Lyermontov, whereas the general 
form in use is as in B-trepB cxiixb. 
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CHAPTEE III 

(A) USE OF EUPHONIC jl , AND (B) MUTATION OF 
CONSONANTS 

(A) The following examples will show that though the use of 
euphonic Ji follows definite rules, those rules are eccentric. 

1. Whereas euphonic jr is rejected before sl of the 3rd plur., as: 

Jii66aT':&; it is retained in the Infin., as : iiCTOMJiflTL. ' 

2. Whereas it is omitted before ir of the Present and Imperative 
of the II conjugation, as : 0CTaH6BB[Tca, JEidofi ; it is retained before 
n of Imperative of ly, and in the It. for^n of both conjugations, as : 

ji;peMJinBaTB, ocTan^BiiiBaTB (N). 

3. Whereas it is inserted before e in the II conjugation after b, 
as nocT^BjreHHHfi; it is omitted before b in ly, and in lY, as 
peseTB, aiiiBeTB. 

(B) As in the language generally, so in the verb, the general 
rule is to soften a hard consonant before y, e, and a. 

But the manner of softening is not quite uniform. 

Since only ly, and II (II /3), and some lY have consonantal 
stems, it follows that these are the only conjugations in which 
mutation of consonants can take place. 

Characteristic 
consonant of 
Infinitive 

In I y (nearly obsolete) becomes -xty, -aceTB, as : 

But in lY from Infin. in -b;b we have deperf , depe^jeTB 
.. and isry, jKJK.eT'B ; also in ly iry, JiSKeT'B. v ! ’ \ 

- In ly becomes -3Ky, as : mox^tb, momf , : 

In II, II ^ -STuy, -jiiiiT’B, as;^ xo^htb, xomf, x6ji;iitb. 

Remains unchanged as in aadkiaTB and 3K;a;aTB. %. 

In ly becomes -xcy, -ateTB, as ; bbes^tb, b^uk; 

In Ily becomes -mj, -3Htb, as : pas^TB, paatf, paafiTB.,;’/; 

CE In I y is changed into ii],(=ni^), as : nJiecEaTB, i 
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c In ly becomes nr, as: hhc^tl, nnnif, ninreT’L. But in 
coc^TB it remains unchanged. 

In II and TLji it is always -my, -chtb, as: 

npomf, np6cHTX. 

T (pure) In ly becomes -ny, -neT-B, as: npxTaTB, npany, ui 
In II and 11/3 -ny, -tiiti*, as: myT^TB, mynf, n 
But nTHTB makes HTy, nTHT'B. 

HT In I y becomes -nn or -um;, as : mem^TB, 
in^nneT-B; ponidTB, poiiiii,f, p6niii;eT'B. 

CT In I/? -my, -meT-B, as : xiecT^TB, xjiemf, 

In II and II^ -my, -cthtb, as: npocT^TB,^ npomf, 


XT In ly becomes -xn, as : kioxt^tb, 

X In ly becomes m, as : nax^TB, irainf, ndmeiB. In 
one verb, kxaTB, it becomes ji;, kji;y, iji;eTT). 


CHAPTEE IV 

PAETICIPLES AND GEEUNDS 

Paeticiples are declinable ; Gerunds are indeclinable. Not all 
possible forms of Participles and Gerunds are formed from all verbs. 
It is a matter of usage. 


Active and Neuter. 

Present Participle may be formed from the 3rd pers. plur. 
Present by changing -tb into -mill, as: chetb, cnamin, Sleeping, 
Similarly BCTpkTdiomiil, HiiBfmin, cooTBkTCTByjomiil. 

Present Gerund may be formed from the same person by 
changing -xtb, -yiB, -totb into -a, as: BCTpknd!a, ikiibji, cirji;i, cna, 
but -aTB into a, as : In silence, 

[There is also an archaic gerund in -yuii and as : 

UiyTir, BHJIiOTIL] 

Past Participle is formed from the Preterite by changing - 
into -Biiiifi, as: c'taiB, C'taBniifr. 

Past Gerund by changing -jib into -bb or -biuii, as: 
ctEBniH, 
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Ohs. When the Pret. is apocopate, the final % is changed into 
-min, as : poc^, pocmirr. 

But Bei-B, Be^inifr ; inei^, iire^miS ; n.siji'B, HB^tTiniir ; nai^, 


Passive Participles. 

Present Participle Passive happens^ to be identical with the 
1st person plur. Pres. Act.^ with the mere substitution of the 
adjectival terminations -hS, -ax, -oe, he. for % as : ^iirrdeMHt, that 
which is read] dHXnMHfr, that which is seen. 

Ohs. Present Part. Pass, is formed only from active transitive 
verbs; except two, duB^GMUfr, wAicA takes place] odiiT^eMiifr, which 
is inhabited^. 

Past Participles Passive may be formed from N or F Aspect, 
and end in -HHEtfi, or THH,^as: nfrsyTHfr (F), and nfraHHHfr (N) ; 
dpomensHfr (F); ,T;epraHnLrfi (K), j^epHyTHii (F); naJieHHHS (N). 

Obs. 1. Present Participle Passive is used with the present 
gerimd^ as : 6f ji;yTii On being praised. 

Obs. 2. Past Participle Passive is used with past gerund^ as : 
OHBL XBaieHB (or noxBajieH'B), On having been praised. 

Obs. 3. The verb diiTB has the only Future participle in the 
language, viz. 6f ;i;yiii;ifi, Which is about to he ; others are formed by 
periphrasis, by means of iiM'feioiii.ifi ('txaiB, noJiyTHTb, 6 htl iiasiia- 


CHAPTER V 

WHEN TO WRITE cn, WHEN cb 

These are abbreviations of ce5i. Ox is written (1) after b and 
9, as : xBaiiiTBCH, xB^jiHinBCii, 6p6cBCX, BJ^fcyiratcx. 

(2) And is sometimes put after ii of Imperative, as : noMOJiIiCH, 
Ch. 81. for ; 


^ By a coincidence it is the same in Greek ruTrro/xev, Tvirrop^ 

^ 06nTdTB in Intrans. like Fr. “demeurer,” not Trans, like Engl. 
“ inhabit.'’ 
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(3) It always replaces -l in the Present form, and Pret. ; and 
is used with all forms of the Participle, as; mh ^ nox- 

BaiHJiCii; CMOTp^BinifiCii He who was contemplating himself {in Oj 
mimw) (Nom. sing, masc.) ; nofflaTHfBinieca Which tottered (Nom. 
plur. masc.); nocTfliunMnca By those who are fasting (Inst. plur. 
com.). 

Cl is used (1) after a vowel, as; noxsaiiiiiiCL, He xsaji^CL, 
HOK^fiTecL, o6o;ii;pricL, moii6cl. 

(2) After all gerunds, as ; cMyiicL, kojihx^jicb. 

Ohs. In poetry -ch is often used with the gerund, for the sake 
of the metre. 


CHAPTER VI 

THE AOCEOTi (CHIEFLY) IN THE PRESENT FORM 

The accent is either Fixed, Shifting, or Optional. 

(A) The Fixed Accent. 

(1) Throughout the whole (simple) verb in I and 1/9; in II and 
III when the Infinitive is not oxyton, the accent remains fixed on 
the same syllable as in the Infinitive, as: pad6TaeTL, h^kjih, B]^;i;irTL, 

(2) Trisyllables of III conjugation oxyton in Infinitive are 
paroxyton- throughout the Present, as: bogb^tb, boi6io. 

(3) Dissyllables of III conjugation oxyton^ in Infinitive are 
oxyton in Present, as : kob^tb, Kyi&, EyeTL. 

Exceptions. One T^seB^TB is parox. in the Present, viz. ji;hi6h), 
;i;Hi6eT'B ; and two cob^tb, naefife have the optional accent in the 
1st person cfib, Jijri6ib. 

(B) The Shifting Accent. 

By shifting accent (Sh.) is meant that the verb is oxyton in 
Infinitive, and 1st pers. sing. Present ; but paroxyton in the other 
persons of the Present. 


^ For the contents of this chapter I am indebted in great part to 
Grothe’s (fnrJioiorii^ecKifi pasHCKaHia. Not being a Russian, I dis- 
claim any independent knowledge of the subject. 

2 When using the words oxyton, parox., proparox., the final e of 
the second pers. plur. is not counted. 
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(1) All dissyllables of ly (oxyton in Infinitive), which soften 
the characteristic letter, or take euphonic jr, have the shifting 
accent, as: hce^tl, nmf, fin^eTx, ji;peM^TB, ji;peMj:4 j^p^iureT'B. 

(2) A few dissyllables are ‘par oxyton throughout the Present, 

viz. crdny, tfipemy, and the archaic (or uncommon) forms t^JT’iy, 
tcTp^2Eji;y, txp^MiK), 366:110, 3li6jrK), Also one of the II 

conjugation, op^TB, Plough \ 6pio, 6pHT'B; 6pii, 6pnTe; op^i'B, op^M. 

(3) Two compounds which do not occur in the simple have the 
shifting accent: o6MaHf, o6M4HeT'E (F), noManf, noManeT'B (F). 
The only verb in -vb which has shifting accent is Morf, M63teTB. 

(4) Trisyllables of ly conjugation which are oxyton in the 
Infinitive have the shifting accent, as : xoxot^tb, -o^f, -6^eT'B. 
Eoji 66 jik) is paroxyton throughout the Present, and possibly also 
KOjciiniy. 

(C) Accent of the II conjugation, 

(1) About 50 dissyllables in -^tb have the shifting accent, as : 

These verbs are for the most part primitives. Moreover, 
of these 50 verbs, 22 have 0 in the first s^dlable, some 14 have y, 
leaving only about 14 to be divided among the other vowels. 

(2) About 50 dissyllables in -^tb have the optional accent (but 
not in the 1st person), as : racfiTB, ranif, (preferably) r^cniB. 

H.P. These are for the most part denominatives. Of them 
7 have 0, and 17 have y in the first syllable. 

(3) Of dissyllables on II /5 conjugation, only 5 have the shifting 
accent, viz. sepT^TB, ^Tiepac^TB, CMOTp'txB, ;i;Erin^TB, Tepn^TB. Of these 
one admits of the optional accent, viz. b^ptht-b. 

(4) There are scarcely more than 20 trisyllables in -liTB. Of 
these 12 have the shifting accent, and of these 12 there are 7 which 
admit of the optional accent, especially in composition^ viz. 

(D) The following rules are without exception, 

(1) Bbi as prefix of the F Aspect is accentuated. 

(2) Third plurals in -iiotb or -pioTB are not accentuated on 
this syllable. 

(3) In the first three conjugations (with subdivisions) the 
Preterite of simple verbs follows the accent of the Infinitive, as 
6 hb4tl, 

t This sign is used to mark those verbs which have (or have 
had) two forms of Present, I and ly. 
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(E) A 'prefix, or a suffix, often changes the position 
of the accent 

Thus : 

(1) but cas^TCx. 

(2) -j[6;eiit'l when compounded with no, npii, npo, &c.; but 
with suffix loithout pr^efix jro^^TCii- 

(3) CTyjii^T’B, but when compounded with npo — cn it is npo- 

(4) TimriTB, Repair, when simple, always shifts the accent, but 
h always keeps the accent on the last syllable. 

(6) IIoJiyni^TL shifts the accent, but pasJiyni^TB has the optional 
accent. The future of npiicnd-TL is sometimes pronounced npi^ 
according to Grothe. 

(7) So strong is the effect of some prefixes that they affect the 
accent even in the Infinitive mood,' as BiickTi), but sasHckTR 

(F) Bffiect of the accent on the meaning. 

Some verbs change their meaning according to the position of 
the accent, as : dndrOB'tcTiiTL, Ring the hell (for church service) ; 
6.iaroBkcTHTB, Preach the gospel] KpecTiiTB and KpecTiiTCX when 
speaking of Making the sign of the cross, but EpeCTHTB, KpecTi^TCn 
when referring to Baptizing] kochtb, Cuts grass] koc^tb, Squints, 
Some are quite separate verbs, as: ndxnyTb and naxsf 


CHAPTEE VII 

FORMATION OF THE IMPERATIVE 
There are three classes. 

(A) Those which are regular, viz. verbs of all the conjugations 
except ly, and II not oxyton. Thus I, II and II /5 oxyton, and III 
follow the accent of the Infinitive, as : pa56TaTb, -drafr ; iiMkTB, 
SK4ji;HlFiaTB, :EfijI,HIIUafr j BOCB^TB, BOI&ji; ckTOEaTB, ckTyfi; 

mi ] 3yji.4TB, 3y,T;H (but aohtb, (pi) while verbs Ifi, 

whether oxy. or 2 Mrox. in Infinitive have the accent on the root- 
vowel in the Imperative, as: cmMtbcji, cirffiCB ; titoB, (pi.)] 

and verbs lY follow the accent of the Present form, viz, those in 
-f take -H, as 6epf, 6epH ; in -y take -b, as dfjiy (F), (but jiAvy 
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makes jthsxB, or the only Imperative with the hard sign); 

those in -lo impure take -n, as roHi6, roHi^ ; in -k) pure^ fr, as ]\i6h), 
isioS; while -bh) becomes -eif, as 6 bk), 6efi. 

(B) Those which are in the main regular: this class consists of 
verbs of ly, making Imjperative in h, n, or b. 

(a) Some 30 (simples) which have Infin. oxyton, and the shifting 
accent in the Present, have the accent of the Infin, in the Imperative, 
as dopMOT^TB, OopMO^H ; so too dpex^TB and kojeux^tb {see VI. B 4) 
make -inH. 

Ohs. Those w^hich take euphonic s. retain it before h or ii, as : 
KJECMH, TpenjiH, ji;peMJr]^, koji66jeii. 

(b) Of verbs which are (or were formerly) conjugated in I and 
ly conjugations, the majority have an Imperative in -aS, and some 
have two forms, as: ji;B6raTB, ;i;BHrafr; KdnaTB, idnafr ; Ky;j;dxTaTB, 

B, MeTafr and Me^it ; n.!iecKaTB, niecEdfi and 

(c) Dissyllable paroxytons, which are not also conjugated in I, 
mostly end in b preceded by the modified consonant, as' : 

and KiHKafi; MdsaTB, Maa^B ; npaxaTB, npa^B; pkaaTB, 

(d) Oxytons in -hjtb make Imperative in Ji, as : ji;aBHfTB, jtaBi-iii ; 

Paroxytons mostly make Imperative in unaccentuated ir, as : 
^jfxHir;- npi^niyTB, npiirHiT; MdKHyxB, mokhii. 

(e) But a few paroxytons take b, as : OK^iHyTB, oki^hb ; Kjri6HyTB, 
kjiiohb; npanyTB, npaHB; cfayTB, cyHB; pitnyTB, piiHL; TpdnyTB, 
TpOHB; XJtl^HyTB, XJIHHB. 

(C) This class consists of verbs II not oxyton, making Imperative 
in B or IT. 

{a) Of some 65 such simple verbs, about 40 have Imperative 
in B, as : ir^piiTB, aap&. 

(5) About a dozen in ir unaccentuated, as: ii6MHirTB, noMHir; 

kSJIIXTB, 4 

^ I have met with the word only in Nikitin's 
viz. ycHli, j^pyatOKB.’^ 
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CHAPTEE VIII 

HOW TO DETEEMIHE THE CONJUGATION OF A 
EUSSIAN VERB 

(1) Of I conjugation are all Iteratives and compound N’s 
(except two or three mentioned Chap, xi, yS 2); verbs in -6aTL as 
XJie6aTi>, and xjrfl6aTL, Wriggle (but K0Jre6dTi> is ly); in -raiL (but 

and ji;Bi^raTi)t); most in (but roji;dTL ly, and CTpa-' 

in -aiji;aTL as h 3 ^b:^i;^tbch and po:Kji;^TB (but sK^sK-saTL and 
are ly) 3 in -psaTB as ji;ep3dTB, Teps^TB; some 50 simples in 
. (but CKaE^TB, uidKaTB ly, b:), and ujik^tb formerly made djiry, 
3 ; in -cKaTB (but iick^tb, mnecK^TB, nojoci^TB are ly, m;); 
in -.laTB and -naTB (but ji;peM^TB is ly); in -naTB and -uaTB (but 
\ ; and Tpen^TB, mendTB, Ei;im^TB are ly); in -paTB as nrp^TB, 
Map^TL; in -caTB (but uhc^tb, tcc^tb, iijracdTB, tiec^TB are 
ly, m, and cocdTB retains c); dissyllables in -TaiB pure (but mbt^tb 
is ly, B[); three in -tutb impure, OojiTdTB, mc'^t^tb, sepcT^TB (but 
OiiicTdTBt); I too are pa66TaTB, nen^xaTB, KopoT^TB (but most 
other dissyllables and trisyllables in -TaxB are ly); verbs in -xaxB 
as OjiaroyxdTB, SfxaxB, hiox^tb, nie.iHxdTB (most others are ly, m); 
those in -HaxB which are I are either denominatives, as Bejrii^dTB, or 
N Aspect of compounds, as BCTp’tq^TB ; all in -hii^^tb ; some half- 
dozen in -inaTB ; most of those in -iii,aTB ; all neuters in -'hxB 
derived from adjectives, also BJra;i;'hTB, roBtTB, rpi^TB, mi^tb, botItb, 
nptTB, and cm^b; in -btb wipure of those in -btb pure, rather 
more than half are I^, the rest are I (except 6 ohtbcb, ctobtb, 6^btb, 
which are II ^). 

N.B. Two verbs in -butb drop this syllable in the Present form, 

cxaB^TB, CTai6 ; ;i;aB^TB, ‘ 

(2) Of conjugation ly (besides those mentioned in the preceding 
section) are p^axB, peB-feTB; nax^TB, nnx^TB, KOJtEixdTB (in), and 
MaxdTB (ni)t; also spaxB, atj^aTB, pBaxB, JEpaxB; all verbs in -otb, 
and -HyTB; and op^TB, opf, Bawl; verbs in -saxB pure; trisyllables 
in -TaxB, especially onomatopoeia. 



XXV 


(3) Of conjugation II are all verbs in -ittl except 

and a few monosyllables such as 6imh which are IV. Other 
compounds of -inii6[^TB are II, viz. ot, no;ii;, c, y, 3a, npii, nepe. 

(4) Of conjugation II (3 are about 30 verbs in ; about nine 

in -^aTLj about half-a-dozen in -ataTB ; two or three in -maTL; three 
in -aTi> (§ 1 fin.); also and cnaTt; xoT'tTB is ly in 

sing. (^), and II^ in plur. 

(5) Of verbs in -xaiB, besides those which are I and ly, is 

i 

(6) Verbs III and IV, see Chap. i. 


CHAPTER IX 

THE ASPECTS 

The Aspect is a peculiarity of the Slavonian languages. It 
defines the degree of completion or non-completion of the act. 

The Aspects are essentially only four, viz. Iterative, Imperfective, 
Perfective, and Semelf active or Unitive. 

(1) The Iterative denotes that the action has taken place 
several times, as ohb xd^KHBaji'B He used to walk\ 

H.B. The Iterative proper is used only in the Fast tense. But 
some Iterative forms are also Imperfective in meaning, in which case 
they may be used in the Present tense, as 3achji;4Hiji dEtBiiOTB no 
iiKTHUii;aM'B Meetings are held on Fridays, 

(2) The Imperfective (IST) denotes that the action has not 

altogether ceased, or will not have ceased, at the time of speaking, 
as BO Bpena nporfjroKB K0T6pEin a coBepmdiB During 

the walks which I have taken every day. si 6f ;3;y uiicdiB I shall he 
writing, 

jN'.B. The future of the Imperfective is formed with the 
auxiliary, and may be used even when the N is compound, as 
n dfji;y sacTeniBaTB 7 shall button up (e.g, my uniform). 

(3) The Perfective (F) denotes that the action is quite complete, 
or will definitely cease, or in the case of Inchoatives (mostly 
compounded with 3a-) that the action has been, or will be, definitely 


^ Dearth of Tenses in Russian is to a considerable extent made 
up for by wealth of Aspects. 
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begun, as oh^b He decided^ ji Haminif I shall finish writing^ 

SI 3aiirp^-io (-jr^) I shall begin {have begun) playing, 

(4) The Uniiive (U) denotes that the action has taken, or will 
take, place once and that rapidly, as SL CTfKsyji'B I gave a hiock^ 
E CTfKHy 1 shall have given a knock. 

hT.B. The Present form of F and U has a Future meaning, 
because to the eye of the mind the future act is already present. 
These Aspects have no Present tense. 

Simple Yeebs 

May have all four Aspects, but never more than three in one 
verb : thus 6p^CHBaTb (It.), 6poc^Ti> (N), 6p6cHTL (F) ; sepT-hTB (N), ” 

fTL (TJ). “ 


CoMPouHB Verbs 

Can have only two Aspects, IST and F. But they may possibly 
have more than one form of these, e.g, 

N . F 


j- Remove 

though as a matter of fact, when one form of the compound ' is in 
use, the other is superfluous, - 

Obs. The verbs bo 3HT£, B0ji;flTL, hochtb, xojiiHTB, lesid^TB, ctortb 
may be termed “Indefinites,” since in composition they are some- 
times N and sometimes F. See Chap, xvii, (B), (8). 


CHAPTER X 

FORMATION OF THE ITERATIVE 

( 1 ) Verbs of I conjugation in -rtb, and verbs of ly form 
Iterative by changing -axB or -otb into -HBaiB. Accentuated o 
generally becomes 4, and the characteristic consonant of the 
Infinitive usually remains unchanged, as riit^tb, RfiTHBaTB; 

KOIOTB, KdlHBaTB. 

(2) Dissyllable Iteratives (or pro-Iteratives, Chap, xi, 1) are 
oxyton^ and thus formed, pBaxB, -piiB^TB ; Ji;yTB, -jrvBfi 
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(3) After r, :;k, k, ce, ^k, in, lo;; x, and h (from he), and je 
( radical or euphonic) h becomes n, as d'hraTB, 64riiBaTb; 

4 

(4) Verbs 1/3 change -etl into (-b^tl, or) -iiBaTB, and verbs in 
-•feTb (I and II /3) sometimes change -tb into -b^tb, as: na|ETB, 
-nillBaTB; C'felETB, (-C'j^B^TB), -C^IIBaXB ; np’i^TB (I), -npifeB^TB; 

(II y8), -BejE'feB^TB. Analogously tmiitl, -th'^b^tb, and mhiitb, -m 

B^-TB. 

(5) Conjugations II and II^ usually make -iiBaTB, and generally 
change 6 into d, as KpoHTB, Kp^HBaTB. 

Ob$. The change of vowel is sometimes optional, as y-CTp^(6)-. 
and sometimes does not take place, as pas-posHiiBaTB, 

(6) In II, II (unlike I, ly) the characteristic consonant is 
modified, generally to the same letter as that of the 1st pers. 
sing. Present, as toct^tb, roii].f, rdmiiBaTB. 

(7) After 6, b, m, and n euphonic is introduced (Chap, iii (2)). 

(8) But there are several exceptions to the above-given rules, 
especially in the II, and II conjugations ; e.g. ckojebs^tb, -ck^ib- 
SHBaTB; KPEXt4tB, -KpixTHBaXB; BlS^t'tTB, BJi;!];HBaTB ; BepTkTB, 
-B^pTHBaTB and -B^pniiBaTB ; rjrEji;4TB, rj[i ji;BiBaTB ; xpanBTB, xpduH- 
BaTB ; cnaxB, -cErndiB ; spkTB, -BnpdTB ; and as a denominative even 
nosdpHTB (N) Disgrace. 

(9) III conjugation mak.es ^BBiBaTB, without change of 6 into 4 
as piICO^B^TB, pircdBHBaTB 3 KOB^TB, EdBETBaiB } HJieB^T; 

(10) IV conjugation in -htb makes -hb^tb, as pHTB, -p 

The commonest form in this conjugation is that of atHB^TB and 
-MHp^TB. There are also such forms as -mbt^tb, Ki^;i;BrBaTB, and 
(see Table I, col. 7). 


CHAPTER XI 

FORMATION OF THE COMPOUND IMPERFECTIVE AND 
PERFECTIVE ASPECTS 

(a) Imperfective Aspect. 

(1) This is formed by prefixing a preposition to the Iterative, 
whether (a) actually in use, or (b) used only in composition, or to 
(c) a dissyllabic form jn -dxB or -etb coined for this purpose, and 
B. d 
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which I name ‘‘pro-iterative^’ or “Compositive”; as (a) 

Head through ; (h) nepeKOpMHBaTB ; (o) ho^iit^tb Honour ; 

L^o ^paiB ; junjxtj 

(2) The mutation of consonants in the formation of the 
“pro-iterative” generally follows the rules given in Chap, iii (B), 
But occasionally not so, as Myuf, CMymdTB. 

Also euphonic Ji is inserted in accordance with Chap, iii (A). 

N.B. npo^riicTiiiTB makes npoMHniJiaTB. For this change 

of C.1 into nij we may possibly compare cjiutb, nijiio. 


(p) Perfective Aspect. 

(1) It is very usual to form a “Compositive” from a N in -iitb or 
-'Itb, as (above) -uyndTB from uyn^TB. But it is comparatively rare 
for the form in -utb (I or ly) or -rtb (I) to be alone in use in the 
simple, and for the n-form to appear as compound F, as : 


■N" 

p 

N 

ponaTB 


BHpOHHTL 

(Ch. SI.) 




rJOT^TB 


and perhaps a few others. (Some of the above are similarly used 
with some of the other prefixes.) 

(2) The following verbs have something more or less remarkable 
in their formation, especially those in -ub^tb, -eB^TB, -OBaTB, which 
would seem to point to a “ Compositive ” with these terminations. 




(III) 
(I, but 

III in partic.) 

(I) 

(I) 


Bequeath 

Order 

Exhort 

Manage 


saB-^fem^TB F and N 
sanoB'fejiiaTB F and N 
yBkn],dTB 
None 


Be proud 
Intend 

Conform^ consider 


|coo6pa30B^TB (II 


:i) 
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o6yeB^T£ (I) 

(I) 


CHAPTER XII 

FORMATION OF THE F ASPECT IN -I 

(1) -aTB of N is changed into -nyTL, as: s^b^tb, 

(2) Often ji;, r, n or t is dropped, as : KHHyTB; ;i;epraTB, 

ji;epHyTB ; nuecK^TB, niecHfxB ; xucct^tb, xjtecnfTB, but more com- 
monly XJieCTHfTB. 

(3) The harder consonant is preferred in this form, as : itpn^^TB, 
Kp^KHyTB; TpjiCTii, TpxxnfxB. 

(4) The MUTKit 3HaKB (l) is often introduced between two 
labials, as : koji6tb, KOJiBHfTB. 

(5) Dissyllables of III add -syTB to the Present stem, as: 
KUCBd^TB, KJTI&HyTB. 

(6) Sometimes a change in the radical vowel takes place, as : 
pkHTB, p^HyTB; KaC^TLCH, KOCHf TBCB ; JLOMimiTL Mentio7l, HOMilHfTB. 

(7) Especially is radical h changed into o, as ji;hx^tb, ji;oxHfTB. 

(8) Sometimes et disappears, as TBixaTB, TKsyTB. But both 
forms cnoTiiKHfTLCJi and ciroTKHfTBCii are used. 

(9) Compounds of homhhtb Remember make -noM^ufTB, wdth 
N" -noMiiH^LTB, as though from homiih^tb in (6). 

N.B. An overwhelming number of the F forms in -nyTB are 
from verbs in -utb (I). 


F 


Obsess 
Toss about 

Be lost 
Overload 

Ensanguine 

Grow thin with fasting 

Lisp 

Set free^ let of 


o6yfl|TB 

None 


fsainenejEBBkTB (I) 
IsamenejiiTB (I) 
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The correlative of this seems to he that ^Yhen the only compound 
F (in general use) is in -syTL, then the corresponding N form is 
(usually) in -hbutb as though from the I conjugation^ although the 
simple verb (if any) be II/5, e.g. Bri^BepuyTL, BHBepTEiBaTL 5 bsob- 
nfTB, B3Maji;HBaTB. With no simple OKynfTB, OKfHHBaTB; o6MaHfTB 

(SL), 


CHAPTEE XIII 

COINCIDENT ITEBATIVE FORMS 

By the necessary mutation of vowel and consonants it sometimes 
happens that the It. form of several verbs is the same. Thus 
-Bdi&iiBaTB is It. form of bo;i;htb Lead, bos^tb Drive, Bd3;riTB Entice, 
and of -BEHiUTL (compare Germ. U^agen) Dare ; so that noBda: 

(N) means Lead a little ; drive a little ; accustom ] and 
(N) means Unaccustom; dare (with -ca). 

Similarly -phb4tb is It. of puaTB and pHTB; TdaiiBaTB of 
and To^ii^TB ; -chii^tb of ciinaTB and cnaTB; n^xiiBaiB of nax^TB and 
► of K^naTB and kob^tb, &c. 


CHAPTEE XIV 

PREFIXES WITH THEIR CHIEF MEANINGS 

The prefixes may be divided into three classes with reference to 
their power to raise the Aspect of the verb. First, 6 e 3 , He, npOTiiBO 
which have no such power. Secondly, weak prefixes, which often do 
not raise the Aspect (Chap. xv). Thirdly, the majority which are 
strong, 

6e3- is privative, denoting in-, dis-, «fec. To form the F Aspect 
o6e3“ is used, as odesnoKdiiTB. 

B-, B 0 -, BB- is strong, denoting in, to, up, &c., as B 6 nTB Inculcate ; 
BCTaTB Get up, 

B03-, BOC-, B3-, BC-, B30-, B3B- is Strong, denoting up ; hack, un- ; 
upon, &c. ; as BOSnecTH Lift up; BOCKpecB He is risen; BCKpi^TB 
Uncover, 
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This prefix is often used to form the F Aspect of verbs denoting 
blazing j exploding (lit. and fig.), as bochhjt^tb (Oh. SI.) Becoine 
inflamed {with)] BcnEurHTL (Buss.) Fly into a passion. 

bee- is strong, denoting out ] get out of, gain ; thoroughly, 

&c.; as BfiiTacKaTL Drag out] BEiiirpaTB Win; biJuiitb Drink up. 
When the verb is F, Bli always has the accent. 

is strong, denoting up to, till ; to, for. ; completion, &c. ] as 
;i;ojk:^tb Live till] ;[i;ob4piitb Trust to] ;i;o;( 4 jraTB Complete. 

3 a- is strong, denoting inception ] together ] in 2^assing ] after, 
for-^'titx^] away] slightly] too long, <&c.; as saroBOpHTB Begin to 
talk] saTBopj^TB.CTo^e; sasesTri Drop (a person) in passing] sadiiTB 
forget, for glemme (Danish), t)erge^eit; 3a6p^TB Take away. 

1 I 3 -, TIC-, II 30 -, II 3 B- is strong, denoting out, ex-, e- ] utterly] all 
over, &c. j as iraJiiiTB Pour out] iisbhh^tb Excuse] iisdpdTB Elect] 
ii36po;i;HTB Wander all over, 

na- {^ strong, denoting on to ; enough] as na^tTB Put on ] Ha3B^TB 
Call by name] naniiT^TB Bate, 

This prefix is much used in forming the F of verbs denoting 
writing, &c., as HaiiiicdTB; HapiicoBd-TB ; HaneHilTaTBj Haii,apdnaTB j 
Ha6p6cHTB. 

saji;-, Haji;o- is strong, denoting over, super- ; down ; a little ] as 
Ha;i;cM^TpHBaxB Superscribe, endorse] Ha;iiio 4 cTB 

Bore (a person). 

He- is privative, as iieBejr 4 TB Forbid. 

HH 3 -, Hiic- is strong, denoting down, de-, (fee., as hiichoci^tb Send 
down ] HH 3 Jto®i^TB Depose. 

06-, 0-, 060- is strong, denoting round] all over] out, un-] as 
oScTyn^TB Surround] o6jiHHliTB Unmask. 

The 6 of 06- sometimes absorbs an initial b, as in 

0 T-, OTO-, OTB is strong, denoting away] bach, un-] completion] 
escape by means of] as OTOHTii Go away ] OTnpn^B Unharness ; OTKy- 
n^TBCH Pay a fine ] 0 Tji; 4 jraTBCH Get out of some irksome business or 
duty. 

Hepe- is strong, denoting trans-] interchange] over again] all 
over, through ] dll, one after another ] overmuch ] a little ] as 
nepeBesT^ Transport ] neperOBOp^TB Negotiate ] Exhaust the subject 
of a talk] nepenecT^ Garry over, endure] nepec^JiiiTB Overmatch] 
nepeiiycHTB Take a snack. 

no- is strong, denoting a little, or often. It is the commonest 
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prefix for raising the Aspect, without changing the meaning, as 
nofiTH Go ; or changing the meaning, as B4ji;aTi. Know ; noBfijaTB 
(Koniy) Tell {to some one). 

nos-, noso- is strong, denoting up, down, sur-, sub-, suspicion ; 
approach; matching, &c. ; as nosHBTB Hoist; nosndcTB Fall under 
(a victim to ) ; EOSSepK^TB Support ; nosoapfifiaTB Suspect, surmise ; 
noscTyni^TB Come near ; appi-oaeh ; nosofiTli (neut.) Match. 

npe- (which in origin is identical with Eepe-) is vieak, denoting 
over, trans-; excess, pre-; and especially opposition; as npes^TB 
Deliver over, betray (nepes^XB Transmit) ; npeapliTB Disdain ; 
npeo6jias^TB (N) Prevail; EpenaTCTBOBaiB (N) Prevent. 

npej-, npeso- is weak, denoting before, pre-, pro-; as npesBfishxB 
(N) Foresee; npesEiic^TB (P) Prescribe; npesiOffiETB (P) Propose. 

npn-, npi- is strong, denoting appyroach, ad- ; addition, excess ; as 
npifirf Ai-rive; npEBjieEB AHraci; npiifi^BHiB; npnEEC^TB; npHE^EB. 

npo- is more often strong than weak, denoting through ; through- 
out a period; thorougUy; as npOE^CTB Read through; nporocT^TB 
Stay as guest for some time; npoBlsaiB Find out (o, Inst). 

npoTEBO- denotes opposition; as npoTEBOpixEiB (N) Contradict; 
npOIUBOCTOHTB (N), npOTIIBOCxiTB (P) Resist. 

pas-, pac-, paso-, pasB is strong, denoting separation ; operdng, 
un-, re - ; cessation ; (Pr.) abandon ; thoroughly, well ; as pascfexTB 
Clear up, disseminate; pasras^ixB Unriddle; pasiiofiHTB Cease to 
love ; pacEiyiHiBCa Give oneself up to joking ; pascaiiuiaxB Hear 
wdl. The 3 of pas- is absorbed in pashB^xB, pasfinyxB. 

C-, CO- is weak, denoting down ; together, con- ; as coirxH Come 
down; cofixiiCB Come together; cosepjKdxB (N) Keep (Chap. x\). 
C- is sometimes used simply to form the P Aspect, as cj'tJiaxB. 

cy- stands for CB + y, as cfsnxB Make narrow; and for co, as 
coMHiB^iTBCfl (N) Doubt, ycy(o)MHfiTBca (P). But cy- is more common 
in substantives and adjectives, where it has also other meanings. 
Very rarely m stands for c, as in omn^piiXB Scald. 
y- is strong, denoting away; down; in; as yfihffidxB (P) Run 
away; ynixB Put down, repress; y'ndciB Fall down; yxKHyxB 
in. J- is much used to form P of active verbs derived from adjectives 
(as 0- is with neuters); thus yKphEHTB; yitopoxiiTB, 

Russian prefixes may be used with foreign verbs, as cnacoBdxB 
(P) Pass (at cards). 
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CHAPTER XV 

WEAK PREFIXES 

I CALL npe, npeji;, (npo), and co tmah^ because in the following 
verbs they fail to raise the Aspect : though in many verbs they do ; 
i.e. they are comparatively weak. IIpeo6jraji,^TB Prevail] npenii- 
p^TBca Quarrel \ npeEOCJroBiiTB (Ch. SI.) Contradict ; npenaTCTBOBaTB 
Impede] npecjrk^i;oBaTB^ ; rrpeji.BH;i;'hTB (II^) npeji;- 

CTOaxB (II /3) Be on the eve of] iipe;i;af BCTBOBaTL Have a presentiment] 
npOB^ ji;'hTB Foreknovj ] npocip^HCTBOBaTB Travel for some time ; npo- 
B[f BCTBOBaTB Feel deeply ] co;i;epas^TB (II /3) Keep ] contain ; coiice^tb 
Compete for ; comajr'feTB (I) Regret ] commiserate ; copeBHOB^TB 
Emulate ] coji;4fl:cTBOBaTB Cooperate ; cocTpaji;dTB Compassionate ; 
C03epii;dTB Contemplate ] cocxas^TBca Compete ] codoi^sHOBaTB Con- 
dole] cooTB'fcTCTBOBaTB Correspond^ suit 


CHAPTER XVI 

SOME IMPERFEGTIYES, WHICH MIGHT BE MISTAKEN 
FOR PERFEOTIYES 

Op the following verbs some on account of their initial letters 
sound like compounds, but are simples (*), others are denominatives 
(f^). At all events, all are N, **3aB^^[;oBaTB ; *^3a66THTBca 
Be busy] * 3 dpnTi>ca Hanker after] *'^n3B63Hii^aTB Be a cabman] 
Cause loss ; **HanfTCTBOBaTB Administer the viaticum ] 
, U se violence to ] Inherit] 

Poke fun at] **HaxijrBHn^aTB ^6 impudent] 

Envelope] ** oSkm^TB ; ^onac^TBca Pear; **0' 

Be absent ] ox6TiiTBCa Ihint ; *iiepeHHTB Contradict ] 

BdxB Relate ] **noBkcHii^aTB Behave wildly ] **nordHHTB Dirty (from 

is denominative from Hacjik;i;cTBO ; but HacjiBii; 
Banie is verbal noun from Hacik;i;oBaTB, as is iipecjrk;i;OBaHie from 
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pagan)] ^noT^iisaTL (I), iiOT^eBaTB (III) Regale; n6;i;aii^aTB Act 
abjectly; **no;i;o6^eT’B One ought ; **iro;i;66nTBC5 Be like; ‘^^nosopaTL 
Disgrace; **nOKpoB^Te.iLCTBOBaTB Patronize; **noj[0CKiTL IFas/z, 
up; **noiOCOBdTL tViio **noMtoiTL Pomac/e ; **n6MHiiTB 
Renmnher; ^'^noponi^TB ** nocpe;i;cTBOBaTi> ifec^ia^e ; ^*no- 

Keep the fast; **iipitBepe;ii;HiiqaTi> Pe too exacting; **npii- 
BaTB Greet; **npiicfTCTBOBaTL Be present; preside; *np6- 
6oBaT£ Try; **npoB6pnTL Obtain dexterously; **npO]viHin.iaTi> 
Follotv a trade ; *npocHTi> ; *np6^iiTB Reserm ; ^^pasdoiiHii^aTB 
Be a robber; *pd3HiiTB Differ; ‘^■^pascB’i^TdTB Begin to dawn; 

Lead a dissolute life; ^CBepJi^TB Bore, pierce; 

(I) Flay; *CEaKaTB Jump, gallop; ‘^CKBOSj^TB It is 
draughty; ‘^CKiiTaTBca Roam about; *CKop6MiiTBCa Eat forbidden 
food in Lent; ^^CEpiiTHnnaTB Be secretive; *^CKyn^TBCJi Be stingy; 
**CJecdpiiTB Be a lochsinith (S(^(6(o)fj’cr) ; **CMEicj[nTB Understand; 
**CMHiirjaTB ^ynoB^TB (I) Trust in; *^y'q[feBOBaTB Par- 

take; &c. 


CHAPTER XYII 

HOW TO DETERMINE WHETHER A A^ERB IS IMPER-^ 
FECTIYE (N), OR PERFECTIVE (F) 

(A) Simple Verbs. 

(1) A FEW simple verbs (not in -nyiB) are F: these are most of 
them: obttb, ji,aTB, Jie^B, KymiTL, nacTB, ciaTB, chcTB. 

(2) Verbs in -nyxB fail into three classes, (a) Those essentially 
F ; (6) essentially N ; (c) F of N verbs, which are very numerous 
{see Table I, col. 5), 

{a) These are F: BepHfTB, rpanyTB, ;i,oxHfTB Give a puff of 
breath, HHK[HyTBj o^HfiBca, iiaxHfTB, xJiliiiyTB, map^XHyTB(cji) 
(and perhaps a few more). 

{b) These are N : BiiCHyTB, r^CHyTB, ji;6xHyTB Die (of animals), 
.itfnHyTB, MepsHyTB, ndxHyxB, nfxHyiB, caRHyiB, ^ixHyxB, all of 
which are paroxyton and oieuter; together with TRHfxB which is 
oxyton and trans . : and intrans. verbs derived from adjectives, as 
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(3) When a simple dissyllabic verb has one form of I conjuga- 
tion and another of II or II / 3 , they are generally 

N in I conjugation and F in II conjugation 

as Decide 

nycK^TL Allow 

ISr.B. Occasionally they are separate verbs, both as jiom^tl, 

(4) pdiHiiTL Wound is both IT and F. 

(B) Compound Yerbs. 

(a) General rules, 

(1) The almost universal effect of a strong (Chapters xiv, xv) 
prefix is to raise It., or pro-It., to N ; and IT of all the conjugations 
to F, as Ha6p^CHBaTi) (IT), nadpoc^TB (F) ; cra(o)pdTB (IT), 

(F)- BOSHIIK^TB (IT), B03H]^K[HyTB (F); HSMOEdlB (IT), . 

OK^H^HBaTB (IT), ok6h^htb (F). 

(2) When the preposition is prefixed before the formation of 
the verb, i.e. when the verb is a denominative^ the Aspect is not 
raised, although the verb sounds like a compound. Thus B3;i;6piiTB 
(IT) from BSj^opBj y^^CTBOBaTB (IT) from y^dcTie ; 3a66THTBca (IT) 
from 3a66Ta; 3aB^j[;oBaTB from 3dBHCTL. This, though the true 
explanation of the phenomenon of many compound verbs being IT, 
cannot be regarded as a means of differentiation, since who can say, 
in most cases, whether a verb is denominative or vice versd ? 

( 3 ) Compounds of class A ( 3 ) follow the analogy of the simples, 
as nocTyndTB (IT), nocTyn^TB (F). 

(a) And that too even when the simple verb is not in use, as 
BHpy^i^TB (IT), B^ipy^ETB (F). 

(h) Sometimes, however, the Iterative form is preferred in the 
compound IT, as pasBopd^HBaTB (N), pasBopoT^TB (F). 

Obs. 1 . When, by reason of the meaning, the F Aspect is hardly 
admissible, the compound IT in -rtb, -etb, is only in use, as : 
ynpaKHETB Practise^ exercise^ noj^pajK^TB Imitate^ nodia^^TBConnwe 
at. 

Obs. 2 . Sometimes however the absence of the F Aspect is a 
mere omission of the Dictionaries, as : o6oaLdiTB (IT) Deify ^ o6o- 
JK^TB (F) Adore as God, ysamdiTB (IT) Respect, yB^JEiiTB (F). 

( 4 ) All compounds of the following verbs, whether in -axB or 
-HTB, are F ; rH^BaTBCJi (IT), rnkB^TB (N) ; Kaid^TB (IT), EaxHTB (IT); 
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(X), .lOMHTB (X); Ba.lSTB (N), Baa^TB (X); TaCE^TB (N), 
xaiUHTB (X); KTcdiB (X), [-KycHTB] ; dpocdxB (X), 6p6cjITB (P); 

(X), XBaXHTB (F); KOH>IS[tB (X), K6HEnTB(F); pasH^TB (X) 

has no simple form in -htb, but in composition cpa(o)BHiTB 

(F) Le,vd, and cpaBS^TB (F) Compare. 

ip) In composition the following verbs are paroayyton in F, 
and oxyton (when used) in X : diraiB; aBuraiB; KyinaiB; KiaHEiBca; 
EJiiKaTB (K.iHBy, KJH^eTB) j M^KaiB^ EoeUe \ HyKaiB; pisaiB; 
noJsaTB j npaj,aTB Leap ; cHnaiB ; THKaTB, -aro, -aeTB Tutoyer ; 
THEaiB, T^ay, TiiieTB Thrust-, ysH^io (F), ysna^ {Pres), and so 
other compounds of SHaxB. It is doubtful whether paadyx^iB (X), 
pasCfxHpB (F), is to be connected with dfxaxB. 

(6) Verbs of class A (2) if) usually have a compositive or pro-It. 
form in -^tb, as: noBnc^TB (X), noB^c[HyTB; OKnc£iTB, OK^cnyiB. 

(a) A number of verbs which have no simple {see Table II) 
follow this analogy, as: 3aMO.TK£iTB, 3aM6aK[HyTB; ' 

npoCHKHTTB; BOCKpeC^TB, B0CKp4c[HyTB J HC'ieSJlTB, 
ocasdxB (no F form in use). 

if) To these may be added sauE^TBCfl (X), sanKEfiBca (F); 
iispHr^iTB (X), napHrafiB (F), also in composition with oi-. 

Whereas other verbs in -axB denoting peculiar sounds are F in 
composition, as 3axpi6KaTB. But phk^tb has another form pHE^iB 
(II ^), whence aapHEdiB (F). So too cifEaiB and ciyB^iB (II ^) 
give F nocTTE^TB (F). 

On the other hand, HoaraiB (II j8) makes aajioJiKfoB (X) 
(F). 


Verbs of the ls< conjugation, which in composition a/re 
sometimes N, sometimes F. 

(1) (X), E^HyxB (F) makes nOEii^^foB (X) Forsake, 
) (X) Cast backwards and forwards, CKn.5^TB (X) Divest, 

(X) Throio up-, but BiSKH^aTB, and KHjdiTB with sa, 
Ha, 0 , Hepe, npo, pac are F ; while npHKn^;SiTB is both X and F. 

(2) All compounds of lexiiB (II yS) are F; so too are cJieT^TB 
(F) Oo there and back in no time, and najtei^TB (F) Fly all over-, but 
c.ieT^TB, HaneT^TB Alight, and BmeiilTB Fly out, are X. 

Similarly compounds of BJtafffcxB (I) are F. While -BiaflixB has 
o6[B]jax^iB (X) Be possessed of and coBxaj^iB (F) Manage. 

* But (-MHKdiB) To press has F -MKHyiB as CMHK^IB, COMKHfxB. 
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(3) M^HaTB is F with Bii, na, no, npo, and has meaning 
Exchange or barter in exchange but K with b, 3a, ns, o6, OT, nepe, 
npir, and c ; with F -m^h^tb ; but no^MlnnEaTB (JST) Substitute. 

(4) The Ch. SI. B'tra^TB in composition with sa- (bequeath) is 
N or F, with N form sas-tmaB^TB ; with y- (exhort) it is F, with 
N form as in Chap, xi (4), where is also 3anoB’tji;oBaTB (III). But 
N with the other prefixes, and having a F form -b'^ct^tb, as : 
HaB^fem^TB (N) Fay a visit, naB'hcTi^TB (F). 

(5) poniTB takes the form -pon^TB for F in composition with 
3a, o6, y, npo j but naponaTB, pasponnTB, and also saponnTB are F ; 
while BHpoHiiTB and BEcp^nnsaTB are IT ; and B^iponaTB Let fall 
(many things), B^tponnTB Let fall (one thing) are both F. 

(6) Also ysns^TB (N), yBnsnyTB To stick (in the mud), while all 
compounds of bbs^tb To tie are F. 

(7) nodHBiTB Visit is F ; but other compounds of 6HBd!TB are IT. 

(y) Verbs of the conjugation which are never F in composition. 

Bpani;dTB; mot^tb; ronaTB; inaB^TB; Kac^TBcn; KopoT^TB; 

{fop.)'^ ndsaiBj Hy3Eji;^TB(cn) ; caatdTB; cbcpk^tb; cb^t^tb; 

(archaic); verbs of class A (3), such as nycsd^TB, 

also BHT^TB has o6[B]nT^TB (N) Inhabit. 

(8) Verbs of conjugations II and II which in composition 
are sometimes sometimes F. 

The Indefinite ” verbs bo;!i;^tb, bosi^tb, hoci^tb, xojtriTB, and two 
of II P Jie^K^TB and ctoxtb vary their Aspect with difierent prefixes, 
and with difierent meanings. 

(1) When boji;htb in composition is IT it has F -bccth (or -tb) ; 
when BOji;nTB in composition is F it generally has 17 -B^jEiiBaiB. 

Most of the compounds of boji;htb are IT, viz. b, B 3 , ji;o, 3a, ii3, na, 
o6, OT, nepe, no^ ; no, Move about (Intrans. e.g. pyKaMir), npeji;, npn, 
npo, pa3, c, y; 063a, Supply. But at least three are F: beJboj^htb 
Lead about all over ; no- or c-BOji;]iTB (Trans, e.g. ^HTei no ca;i;y) ; 
npoBO^i;nTB Exercise a horse ; see home. 

(2) B03HTB in composition is generally N with a F -Be3Tfi(-TB), 
viz. B, B3, BH, ji;o, 3a, na, 06 , ot; nepe, Garry across, remove (by cart, 
boat, &c,), noj];, npn, pas ; cbosrtb or ysosHTB Garry away, off. But 
CB03HTB Take (in a vehicle) to is F, and so too is nososiiTB Drive 
a little, noBasRiiEHTB (N). 

(3) HOCIITB in composition is more often IT than F. When IT 
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it has a F -HecT^(-TL), viz. B3-, B-, bh- ; ;n;o- Inform^ sa- Leave in 
‘passing^ Ha- ; o6- Enclose, nepe-, no;i;- ; no- Traduce, npesoa- Extol, 
npii- Bring', iipo- Carry by, pas- Haivk about, c- Take down to\ 
endure, y- Take away. But when hociitb means to wear, it is F 
in compositionj with In -HaiuiiBaTL, as : sasociiTL or ns- Wear out, 
o6- Render easy by ivearing, OT- Cease wearing, nepe- Wear too long, 
iipo- Wear some time, wear through, pas- Make wider (boots) by 
wearing. Also ,T;oHOcnTL Go her time (woman), and cnocnTB Bring 
together, 

(4) xo^TiiTB when iST in composition has generally F -uth ; when 
F it has generally a N -xasEiiBaTB. 


B 0 CX 0 ji;^TB (Ch. SI.) Ascend ; 

bcxo;i;htb (Buss.) Rise 
bhxo;i;htb Go out 
ii;oxo;i;HTB Reach 
ircxo;i;^TB Proceed (Ch. SL) 
Haxo;i;^TB Find 
o6xoji;iitb Go all round', Elude 
0 TX 03 ;^TB Depart, die (of person) ; 

leave, stay't (of steamer, &c.) 
noxoA^TB Be like 

no;];xoTi;iiTB Go7ne near', suit 
npeBocxo;i,nTB Excel 
nepexoji;nTB Cross over 
npnxo;uiTB Arrive 
npoxo^[;nTB Pass through 
pacxo^i;nTBCii Separate 
cxo;i;nTB Go down 
yxoji,nTB Go away (of a person) 

(5) N 

noj];jieaiaTB 

Ha;i;ae®aTB 

npiiHaji;j!ie3KaTB 

npe,ii,jie}EaTB 

iipiijie®aTB 

N.B. Those compounds 
which refer to litei'al lying are 
F, and vice versd 


F 


Biixo;i;nTB Bring up 
JicxOA'^Th Go through and through 


noxo;i;nTB Walk %ip and down a 
little 


npoxoji;iiTB Spend time in strolling 
pacxo;];HTBcn Go in thoroughly for 
cxo;i;irTB Go to (call) 
yxaiKiiBaTB (N) Nurse; court 
yxoji;HTB Spend, do for, kill 

F 

Biijre^KaTB 

ji;ojiejKdTB 

sajieataTBCii 

HajreffiaTBcn 

nepejie^aTB 

nojie^aTB 

pasjieaLaTBcn 

npoieiKaTB 
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(6) N 

COCTOilTL 

OT] 

A CTOaTB 

npe;i;cTOJiTB 

paSCTOJITB 

npoTiiBOCToaTB Oppose (Dat.) 


F 

nOCTOilTB 

BBTl 

h CTOBTB 
OT J 

EaCTOilTB 

nepecTOBTB 

yCTOETB Withstand (npoTHEB) 


There seems in the compounds of ctobtb to be a tendency on the 
part of the N to be intrans. ; but not vice versa. 

Ohs. A few compounds are both N and F, e.g. co^eTdiio, 
saB'femdio ; (N) He npim6MHK) ero HMesH I donH remember his name ; 
(F) H BaMB 8TO npiin6MHio Fll make you remember it!] npHKHji;dTB 
Throw in addition. 

It must also be remembered that in the popular language the 
Present is often used for the Future, and vice versd. 


N.B. Many verbs which might be mistaken for F, but which 
are really IST, are given in Chapters xv, xvi. 


CHAPTER XVIII 

DOUBLE PEEFIXES 

The double prefixes most in use with the verb are : bosco, echo, 
H, sanpo, H3Ha, Hanoji;, hhcho, niicnpo, o6e3, onpe, oc, nepec, 
npeji;no, npeAnpir, Hpeji;y, npe;i;o, npeno, npenpo, npHco, 
npHcno, npoB03, irpoHS, no with many prepositions, pacno, pacnpo, 
conpn, conpo, cno, ypas, yco. 

(1) In most cases a double prefix, as far as the Aspect is 
concerned, may be regarded as a simple one ; thus 

N F 



Renew 

OdHOBHTB 

lB03 


JJ 

yEpanraTB 

Adorn 

yKp^CHTB 

lpa3 

}? 

J3 

j 

JEat cdl 

^ChCTB 

Ihr 

Weary out 

Ha „ 


Get into debt 

r 



(2) But not always so, since no before another prefix sometimes 
raises the Aspect, as B3,T;HxaTi. (N) Sigh, noB3;i;HxaTL (F) Sigh a 
little ] and o very generally before 6e3, as 6e3Ji6;i;nTL (N) Depopulate, 
0063.1 (F); and so too boc, bc, as HeHaB^ji.'hTB (N) Hate, 
B03HeHaB]^;i;'hTi> (F); Ch. SL npeEOCJOBiiTB (N) Contradict, Bcnpe- 
KOCJOBIITB (F). 

So too other prefixes, as cniiTdxB (N) Compute, but odcnnT^iTB, 
HacniiT^TB, nepecnET^TB, epoceiit^tb are all F. 
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TABLE I 


SOME 975 SIMPLE VERBS CONJUGATED; WITH THEIR 
CHIEF COMPOUNDS 

N. denotes Imperfectim^ F. Perfectwey It. Iterative Aspect. 

Col. 1 gives the Simple Verbs in the Infinitive Mood. They are 
all N. unless otherwise marked. All Verbs in this column, if 
used at all with the prepositional prefixes given in col. 5, form 
the F. aspect, unless marked with an asterisk 

which refers to Chap. xvii. 

t denotes that the Verb has, or at one time had, two forms of tbe 
Present (viz, I and ly, Chap, i, vi, and viii). The form now in 
use is the one given in this table. 

[ denotes that the apocopated . form of the Preterite is used, as 

Col. 3 gives the 1st and 3rd pers. sing, of the Present Tense, which, 
w^hen the Verb is F., is Future in meaning. 

Col. 4 gives the 2nd sing. Imperative. 

Col. 5 gives the simple F. form, when in -nyiB, and the chief 
prepositions with which the Verb in col. 1, or this form in 
-HyTB (as the case may be), is used in composition. 

Col. 6 gives the Imperative F. 

Col. 7 gives (1) Iteratives as far as their use can be conceived of by 
Russians, as 64riiBaTB, SpiiB^TB; (2) Pro-Iteratives (or Co 7 n- 
positives), as -6iriTB, -na;i;dTB, -Kyn^iTB; (3) Indefinites as 
xoji;^tb; and (4) an occasional N. form as Kac^TBCii, Kiiji;dTB. 
All in this column form in composition the Imperfective, 

When, in a few cases, there is a choice of vowels, the optional ones 
are in brackets as iTid(6)TiiT'B. 

A vertical line before aTB distinguishes the Iji conjugation from I. 
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F . aspect Future Imper. N. aspect Other prefixes 

o6-MaHfTB Deceive -Many, -M^HexTb -hh -M^niiBaTL no 

3a-M6iK[HyTB Cease speaking -itny, -KneTB -iimir -MOJiEdTL y, c 
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F. aspect Fulwre Imper. N. aspect Other prefixes 
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F, aspect Future Imper. N. aspect Other prefixes 

no-Tyx[HyTL Become extinguished -ny, -hgti* -Tyx^TL 

iic-Tji3dT& Torture -dio, (fee. “TaanBaTL 
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COMPOUNDS OF THE ROOT -hatl, -htb, -fijifa, -MnfTB and -hjib. 
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i-HflTB F. „ sailjif, safiMeTB 

Haf-HHMdTB N, Eire -m^io, &g. 
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nOAf-HM^TB N. Hoist ]IOJI.BI3ldlO 

1-HTB F. Take upon one no^Mf, noji;liMeTB 
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